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Johnson dies at 102

Coach Jerry C. Johnson

MEMPHIS, TN -- It is with
deep sadness that the Jerry C.
Johnson Foundation announces
that our beloved Coach Johnson
passed on January 24, 2021
morning in his sleep. He was 102
years old. While at LeMoyneOwen College (LOC), Coach
Johnson served as the Athletic
Director and Head Coach of the
Men’s Basketball Team for 46

years. With 821 wins, he is one
of the most successful coaches in
college sports history. In 1975,
he and his players won an NCAA
Division III Championship becoming the first African American coach to win the
championship and LOC the first
HBCU. Thanks to him, LOC
also has the distinction of being
the only men’s college basketball
team in Memphis and the state of
Tennessee to win an NCAA title.
Coach Johnson retired from
coaching in 2005 and left a
legacy that remains unmatched.
He is survived by his two children, Dr. Jerry C. Johnson, Jr.
and Mrs. Wandra Haywood, her
husband Samuel, six grandchildren, seven great-grandchildren,
and a host of family, friends, former players, and mentees who
will mourn his passing and cherish his acts of kindness and love
and the guidance he poured into
their lives. They all have our
deepest sympathy. Funeral
arrangements have not been announced yet. The family requests
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Hank Aaron remembered as

strong advocate for higher
education with scholarship
at HBCU Talladega College
TALLADEGA, AL- While
Henry “Hank” Aaron will be remembered for his extraordinary
baseball skills, Talladega College
President Dr. Billy C. Hawkins
noted that Aaron’s contributions
to higher education were equally
legendary.
“Hank Aaron was not only a
sports legend, but a devoted philanthropist and an advocate for
higher education. His generosity
made it possible for thousands of
students to enroll in college and
graduate. Here at Talladega College, he and his wife, Billye, established a $500,000 endowed
scholarship that has had a
tremendous impact,” said Dr.
Hawkins.
“Hank was a personal friend of
mine and he was very receptive
when I approached him about
helping Talladega College stu-

“Hank Aaron was not only a
sports legend, but a devoted
philanthropist and an advocate for higher education.
His generosity made it possible for thousands of students
to enroll in college and graduate. Here at Talladega College, he and his wife, Billye,
established a $500,000 endowed scholarship that has
had a tremendous impact,”
said Dr. Hawkins.

dents. I am so grateful for the
support that he and Mrs. Aaron
have provided for our students
and for students throughout the
nation.”
Hank and Billye Aaron were
both conferred with honorary
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During this special event,the 100 Black Men of Atlanta honored the legendary Hank Aaron.
L-R: Immediately past chairman of the 100 Black Men of Atlanta Larry Johnson, board
member Sid Barron, Hank Aaron, Chairman Kevin Gooch, and former Executive Director
Anthony Flynn. (Photo/Courtesy 100 Black Men of Atlanta)

William M. Larsha, Jr.

100 Black Men of Atlanta, Inc. honors

the legacy of member and Baseball
Hall of Famer Henry ‘Hank’ Aaron

ATLANTA, Jan. 22, 2021
/PRNewswire/ -The following is a statement
from 100 Black Men of Atlanta, Inc.:
It is with deep regret to announce the passing of baseball
legend and 100 Black Men of Atlanta member Hank Aaron, at 86.
"A legend has fallen. Mr. Aaron

was the true embodiment of the
strength, perseverance, and resilience of African Americans
across this nation," said Kevin
Gooch, chairman of the 100
Black Men of Atlanta. "He became a national hero by ascending to the top of the mountain of
America's pastime with 755
home runs."

Aaron was a beloved legacy
member of the 100 Black Men of
Atlanta since 1995. His contribution to the organization helped
mentored thousands of young
people throughout the Atlanta
metro area.
Chairman Gooch continued, "his

MEMPHIS, TN— Memphis
Grizzlies head coach Taylor
Jenkins today announced the
continuation of his Coach Jenkins’ Assists for Education program for the 2020-21 season.
Through the program, Jenkins
has once again pledged to donate
$10 per Grizzlies assist throughout the 2020-21 regular season to
provide educational support for
students in Shelby County
Schools. A core tenet of the program will be to provide everyday
necessities such as school supplies, socks, clothing, etc. to students throughout the greater
Memphis area.
“We are glad to have been chosen to participate in Coach Jenkins' Assists for Education
program,” said Shelby County

Schools Grant Manager Erin
Luster. “The donation goes a
long way toward supporting student and family engagement programs in our District. As our
families frequently face challenges that impede student success in school, it is reassuring to
know that Coach Jenkins has our
back in working to alleviate barriers to student success.”
In the program’s first season, the
Grizzlies recorded 1,995 assists
in 74 games, equaling $19,950 to
provide students in the greater
Memphis area with everyday necessities such as school supplies,
socks and clothing. Ja Morant,
Tyus Jones and De’Anthony
Melton – team leaders in assists
last season – combined for a total
958 assists. In the first 13 games

of the 2020-21 season, the Memphis Grizzlies have recorded 353
assists, putting Coach Jenkins
$3,530 closer to his $20,000 goal
for students in Shelby County
Schools.
“Looking back to last season’s
Coach Jenkins’ Assists for Education initiative and efforts, I am
overjoyed to see how the Grizzlies’ success on the floor made a
significant impact in the lives of
our Shelby County students and
teachers,” said Jenkins. “I am
thrilled to again continue this initiative into our 2020-2021 Grizzlies season and look forward to
making another impactful contribution to our community at the
season’s end.”
For more information, visit
Grizzlies.com.

Memphis Grizzlies head coach
Taylor Jenkins will continue the
‘Assists for Education’ program
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Ashley Braun Gendek

Travelers, join correspondents
William M. Larsha, Jr. and
Ashley Braun in their sports
coverage of University of
Memphis Tigers, Memphis
Grizzlies, Memphis Redbirds,
Southern Heritage FedEx
St.Jude Golf Classic, and
much, much more on The MidSouth Tribune and the Black
Information Highway at
www.blackinformation
highway . com
Welcome, Travelers!

Black Football Star’s Mysterious Death in Deep South Examined in New Documentary
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NFL Honors Health Care Workers
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Super Bowl Coin Toss
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Miley Cyrus Headlines NFL
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