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Melissa McFerrin retires UofM baseball announces 2021 schedule
as Memphis women’s with 31 games at FedExPark; Selected
head basketball coach matchups to be broadcast on ESPN+

MEMPHIS, TN — Melissa McFerrin, who is in her 13th season
as Memphis women’s basketball
head coach, has retired effective
immediately, director of athletics
Laird Veatch announced Sunday.
McFerrin won the third-most
games in Memphis history with
a record of 193-199, including
243-269 in her 17-year career as
a head coach. The Tigers made
four-straight tournament appearances from 2010-13. Memphis is
4-10 overall and 2-7 in the
American Athletic Conference
this season.
“I have coached my entire career
with personal and professional
goals in alignment,” said McFerrin. “But things change over
time. I remained at Memphis the
past two seasons to see the renovation of Elma Roane Fieldhouse completed and to coach a
group of young women in which
I have a tremendous belief.
“In arriving at the decision to retire, this time, personal reasons
have won out over professional
ones. It is time for a new season
in my life.”
In her second season at Memphis
in 2009-10, the Tigers went 2014 and reached the WBI finals.
In 2010-11, McFerrin led the
Tigers to a 21-13 record, the program’s most wins since 1998-99.
In her fourth season in 2011-12,

MEMPHIS, Tenn. – Nearing
first pitch for the 2021 season,
the University of Memphis
(UofM)baseball announced its
spring schedule, highlighted by
31 games at FedExPark with select matchups to be broadcast on
ESPN+.

Coach Melissa McFerrin

Memphis went 25-8, finished
runner-up in the Conference
USA regular-season standings
and earned a WNIT bid.
“Coach McFerrin notified me of
her decision this morning, and I
want to thank her for her dedication to coaching Memphis
women’s basketball for many
years,” said Veatch. “She had a
long career coaching the Tigers,
and we all wish her nothing but
the best in her future endeavors.”
In Memphis’ third year in the
American Athletic Conference in
2015-16, the Tigers went 18-13
overall and 12-6 in AAC play,
making another WNIT appear-

Please see sports page 3

The schedule features six nonconference weekend series, four
midweek road matchups against
preseason Top 10 opponents and
a 32-game AAC schedule. The
slate also holds 16 games against
2019 NCAA Regional teams, including eight games against
teams who advanced to the 2019
NCAA Super Regionals, three
against 2019 College World Series participants and one game
against the 2019 NCAA College
World Series champion.

Attendance will be limited to
coach and player guest lists, as
no public tickets will be sold to
start the season. General admission ticket sales will be revisited
in March for conference play.
Talent scouts will be allowed to
attend and are asked to contact
baseball staff for accommodations.

"In these ever-changing and
fluid times, we have once again
found a way to put a very chal-

and Vanderbilt. The trio each
earned a bid to the 2019 NCAA
Tournament, with Ole Miss
reaching the super regionals and
Vanderbilt winning the 2019 College World Series

lenging schedule together to provide opportunities for our 2021
Tigers to attack," head coach
Daron Schoenrock said. "I am
thankful for the commitment
from our athletic administration
to allow our 2021 team to experience another season loaded
with quality opponents. Playing
four-game series during AAC
play, along with all of the quality
opponents in pre-conference
matchups, our team will need to
be at our best everyday as we
navigate through 2021."

For the fifth straight season, the
Tigers will open the season at
home when Memphis welcomes
Northern Illinois for a series Feb.
19-21. Memphis will then follow
with a three-game set in two days
against Grambling Feb. 27-28.
The Tigers' first road swing of
the season includes six games in
eight days at Ole Miss, Baylor

Memphis will begin the trip with
an annual visit to Oxford, Miss.,
for a March 2 game against Ole
Miss. The Tigers will then travel
to Waco, Texas, for a four-game
series against Baylor March 5-7.
To close the road swing, Memphis will visit Vanderbilt for the
first time since 2002 on March 9.

Travelers, detour
to coverage by
some of
BIHMST
Sports
Correspondents

William M. Larsha, Jr.

Vanderbilt enters the season
ranked as high as No. 2 in the
Collegiate Baseball poll, with
Ole Miss ranked as high as No. 4
in the Baseball America poll.

The Tigers return home for a pair
of weekend series, hosting
Miami (Ohio) March 12-14 and
in-state foe Middle Tennessee
March 19-21.

For its final non-conference road
trip, Memphis will face Arkansas
in a two-game midweek series in
Fayetteville, Ark., March 23-24.
The Razorbacks, who also
reached the 2019 College World
series, are ranked as high as No.
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Watch for The Mid-South
Tribune’s Annual
Juneteenth edition
coming in June 2021!

Ashley Braun Gendek

Travelers, join correspondents
William M. Larsha, Jr. and
Ashley Braun in their sports
coverage of University of
Memphis Tigers, Memphis
Grizzlies, Memphis Redbirds,
Southern Heritage FedEx
St.Jude Golf Classic, and
much, much more on The MidSouth Tribune and the Black
Information Highway at
www.blackinformation
highway . com
Welcome, Travelers!
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Dept. of Interior Announces Great Outdoor Act... see sports page 3

This February is Cancer
Prevention Month; Men’s
Health Network takes role
By Brandon Ross
Men’s Health Network

February is Cancer Prevention
Month, and with that comes the
need to express how important it
is to visit your doctor and get
screened for this disease should
you feel ill or are in pain.
While most people associate
cancer for all the hard realities
that come with it: chemotherapy,
radiation, surgery, transplants,
etc., there’s some hope that can
be offered to those who are (understandably) nervous from getting screened, as well as
survivors, from the disease.
Cancer death rates continue to
decline, and according to the
American Cancer Society (ACS)

(https://www.cancer.org/latestnews/facts-and-figures2021.html), the rate in death
from this disease has dropped
31% from 1991-2018. Men’s
Health Network (MHN), a national non-profit based in Washington D.C., will continue to
advocate for early cancer detection, as well as educating men to
learn and protect themselves
from typical male cancers such
as testicular and prostate cancer
and how to protect their loved
ones and families from cancer,
according to Dr. Salvatore Giorgianni, Jr., a senior science advisor for MHN.
“The continuing decline in
deaths due to cancers in the US

Please see sports-ent. 5

Sour Patch Kids partners with Thurgood
Marshall College Fund and basketball
superstar Chris Paul on Sweet Scholarship
Students attending Historically
Black Colleges and Universities
and Predominantly Black Institutions encouraged to apply for
the Mischief for Change Scholarship

EAST HANOVER, N.J., Feb.
11, 2021 /PRNewswire/ -- Are
you a current or incoming student of a Historically Black College or University (HBCU) or
Predominantly Black Institution
(PBI)? If so, the SOUR PATCH
KIDS brand, in partnership with
Thurgood Marshall College
Fund (TMCF) and basketball superstar Chris Paul's support, invites you to apply for the

Mischief for Change Scholarship
as part of the brand's $1 million
commitment over the next five
years to help fund scholarships
for students attending HBCUs
and PBIs.
The SOUR PATCH KIDS brand
is partnering with TMCF to offer
financial assistance to students
attending one of TMCF's member-schools. With basketball star
Chris Paul joining the team as a
judge, students can apply starting
February 11 to receive one of 10
scholarships, each up to $16,700
($8,350 per semester).
"The SOUR PATCH KIDS brand
is well-known for its loveably
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