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U.S. Sens. Blackburn and Blumenthal call out NCAA’s
unequal treatment of female athletes ... from sports page 1
must end this inexcusable pattern
of inequities and neglect, and be
transparent with these stellar
women athletes about the steps
you will take to ensure they have
the same opportunities and support as their male counterparts,”
the lawmakers continued.
See the full letter below:
March 29, 2021
Mr. Mark Emmert
President National Collegiate
Athletic Association (NCAA)
700 W Washington Street
Indianapolis, IN 46026
Dear Mr. Emmert:
We are dismayed that the NCAA
has once again dropped the ball
and failed to provide women athletes with the equal access to
COVID-19 screening, workout
equipment, and accommodations

“We are dismayed that the

NCAA has once again
dropped the ball and failed to
provide women athletes with
the equal access to COVID19 screening, workout equipment, and accommodations
as their male counterparts
during this month’s basketball tournaments.”
as their male counterparts during
this month’s basketball tournaments.
Earlier this month, University of
Oregon’s Sedona Prince sparked
a reckoning about the disparities
in the NCAA’s treatment of its
men’s and women’s basketball
tournaments when she posted a
video comparing the generously
stocked men’s weight room to
the small rack of weights provided to women. Other athletes
and faculty spoke up after Sedona’s post, drawing attention to

the paltry accommodations,
meals, and amenities provided to
women compared to men.
Above all else, it is the NCAA’s
decision to provide only the
men’s tournament with the “gold
standard” of COVID-19 tests
that defies explanation and common sense. According to the
coach of the eleven-time national
champion UConn Huskies
women's basketball team, while
men have been using the more
accurate PCR testing method,
women have instead received the
cheaper antigen tests, which are
less sensitive and therefore can
be less accurate. It is indefensible
that the NCAA would not set the
same standards for both tournaments. We ask that you take immediate action to rectify this
inequity.
Incredibly, the NCAA, while
running a tournament that rakes
in nearly a $1 billion in revenue,
claimed not to be able to find the

room and money to afford its
women stars with a decent gym
and basic equal treatment. We
call foul.
The NCAA holds up its commitments to equality in press releases and at oversight hearings,
but the institution unsurprisingly
failed its women athletes yet
again. In an all-too-familiar pattern, the NCAA did not seem to
notice these vast disparities or
seek to address them – until the
issue became a public relations
problem.
The NCAA women’s basketball
tournament showcases some of
our country’s most talented college athletes. We should know;
the University of Tennessee Lady
Volunteers and the UConn
Huskies women’s basketball
team have won an astonishing
nineteen national championships
between them. The players on
these teams are the pride of our
states who inspire on the court

and off. And yet, the women’s
tournament and its outstanding
athletes continue to be an afterthought to the Association.
We may not agree on which
state is the basketball capital of
the world, but on this we agree:
you must end this inexcusable
pattern of inequities and neglect,
and be transparent with these
stellar women athletes about the
steps you will take to ensure they
have the same opportunities and
support as their male counterparts.
Thank you for your attention to
this matter. We request a response confirming that you have
taken all steps to guarantee full
and equal health protections, accommodations, and support to
the NCAA’s Women’s’ Basketball Tournament no later than
April 8, 2021.

Katrina Merriweather named UofM women’s basketball
head coach ... from sports page 1
ment First Round last Monday,
the Raiders became the first No.
13 seed to defeat a No. 4 seed
since 2012. Prior to this season,
No. 13 seeds were just 9-104
(.080) all-time in NCAA Tournament play.
Wright State fell to No. 5 seed
Missouri State in the NCAA
Tournament Second Round on
Wednesday.
In 2020-21, Merriweather led the
Raiders to a Horizon League coregular-season title with a 19-8
record overall and a 15-5 league
mark. The Raiders breezed
through the Horizon League
Tournament with three-straight
double-digit wins by an average
of 13.7 points over Northern
Kentucky (74-56), Cleveland
State (73-62) and IUPUI (53-41).
“Coach Merriweather is a proven
winner and led Wright State to its

first NCAA Tournament win in
history this year,” said Veatch.
“She won two Horizon League
titles, led the Raiders to three
NCAA Tournaments and was
named Horizon League Coach of
the Year three times. She is an
outstanding coach, is a great recruiter and runs a first-class overall program. We are so excited to
welcome Katrina to the Memphis
Family.”
Wright State reached the postseason in four of Merriweather’s
five seasons, missing out only in
2020 when postseason tournaments were canceled due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. Wright
State was one of only six programs in the 2021 NCAA Tournament with an all-female
coaching staff along with Stanford, UCF, Georgia Tech, High
Point and Central Michigan.

“I am thrilled for the oppor-

tunity to lead the women’s
basketball program at the
University of Memphis,” said
Merriweather. “It is clear
that Laird’s vision for the athletic department is fueled by
passion for the University
and the City of Memphis. This
program has experienced
high levels of success in the
classroom and on the court,
and the young women have
become incredible members
of society. I am looking forward to building
“I am thrilled for the opportunity
to lead the women’s basketball
program at the University of
Memphis,” said Merriweather. “It
is clear that Laird’s vision for the
athletic department is fueled by

passion for the University and the
City of Memphis. This program
has experienced high levels of
success in the classroom and on
the court, and the young women
have become incredible members
of society. I am looking forward
to building on the tradition of excellence.”
Wright State is currently ranked
No. 7 in the nation in rebound
margin (+11.3) and No. 7 in offensive rebounds per game
(16.3), No. 9 in total rebounds
(1163), No. 15 in rebounds per
game (43.7), No. 18 in field goal
pct. defense (.356) and No. 38 in
3-point field goal pct. defense
(.274).
Angel Baker was named AllHorizon League first-team for the
second consecutive year this season while Tyler Frierson earned
third-team defensive team

honors. Emani Jefferson was selected to the Horizon League AllFreshman Team.
In her first season at Wright
State in 2016-17, Merriweather
won Horizon League Coach of
the Year honors in leading the
Raiders to a then-school-record
25 wins en route to being Horizon League regular-season cochampions for the first time in
school history.
In 2017-18, Wright State went
23-11 overall and 12-6 in the Horizon League while making a second
consecutive
WNIT
appearance.
In 2018-19, Merriweather was
named Horizon League Coach of
the Year in leading Wright State
to a new school record for wins
and its first-ever outright Horizon
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NFL announces support of women flag football ... from sports page 1
"The expansion of women's

flag football as a varsity sport
at the two-year college level
is yet another historic
achievement for women's collegiate sports," said Troy Vincent, Sr., NFL Executive Vice
President of Football Operations. "We are excited to partner with the NJCAA in
providing the opportunity for
female student athletes to experience the tremendous
values, life benefits, and competition that comes with playing football."
opportunity for female student
athletes to experience the tremendous values, life benefits,
and competition that comes with
playing football."
RCX, the official operating part-

ner of NFL FLAG and the NAIA
women's flag football initiative,
will assist the NJCAA with developing awareness and a framework of the sport within the
women's flag industry. Through
its efforts and collaboration with
the NFL, RCX has contributed to
the rapid growth of women's flag
football throughout the country.
"For so many young girls in flag
football, the idea of playing the
game they love in college has
seemed like an impossible
dream," said Izell Reese Executive Director of NFL FLAG
and GM of RCX. "RCX and
NFL FLAG have been working
hard to make that dream a reality
and we're proud to work with the
NJCAA to help create a viable
path for female athletes to potentially earn a scholarship to complete at the collegiate level and
earn a degree."

Following the granting of
emerging sports status, the
NJCAA will proceed with forming the women's flag football
sport committee to begin creation
of the sport's guidelines and
competition structure. NFL
FLAG and RCX will continue to
assist the committee and NJCAA
with expertise and best practices
within the sport, with the intent
of starting competition in the
spring of 2022.
NJCAA members who begin a
women's flag football program
will have the opportunity to compete against other members, in
addition to various invitational
events managed by RCX. A national championship event and
full sport status will be granted
with the increased number of
participating institutions.
Since 1938, the NJCAA has
served as the nation's premier

governing body for two-year collegiate athletics, providing student-athletes opportunities to
PREPARE, COMPETE, SUCCEED and ACHIEVE in their
academic and athletic disciplines. The NJCAA is the second-largest
national
intercollegiate athletic organization in the United States, with
over 500 member schools in 44
states. Each year over 3,400
teams compete in 28 different
sports across multiple divisions
in the NJCAA and the organization sponsors 52 national championship events and five football
bowl games.
ABOUT REIGNING CHAMPS
EXPERIENCES (RCX)
Reigning Champs Experiences
(RCX) is the premier youthsports experiences business, run-
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ning and operating leagues,
camps, combines, tournaments,
and events.
Part of Reigning Champs LLC,
RCX works with professional
leagues, national governing
bodies, sports-centric businesses,
and brands to reimagine youth
sports experiences. RCX produces events with world-class
partners including the NFL, Jr.
NBA, NAIA, Rivals.com and the
2022 World Games.
RCX is committed to improving
the accessibility and inclusivity
of sports by enhancing the youth
sports experience and creating
opportunities for all athletes to
play. We believe sports have the
power to transform lives and that
every athlete should have the opportunity to experience the value
of sports. For more information,
visit www.rcxexperiences.com
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another major milestone in the
association's history."
With the partnership, the NFL
will provide a $150,000 grant to
the NJCAA Foundation for distribution to NJCAA member colleges that declare their intent to
participate in the sport over the
next two years. The NJCAA
Foundation, along with the NFL
and RCX, will award $10,000
grants to 15 member colleges to
move the initiative a step closer
towards becoming a full championship sport over the next few
years.
"The expansion of women's flag
football as a varsity sport at the
two-year college level is yet
another historic achievement for
women's collegiate sports," said
Troy Vincent, Sr., NFL Executive
Vice President of Football Operations. "We are excited to partner
with the NJCAA in providing the

