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On the Record with Coach Norvell:
Analysis on UofM and SIU
Editor’s Note: See below the
transcript of UofM head coach
Mike Norvell’s press conference held on Saturday,
September 23 following the
Southern Illinois University
game at the Liberty Bowl
Memorial Stadium. Also, participating were: SIU Head
Coach Nick Hill, and Riley
Ferguson.
***

because of whom we are playing. We have to get better and
we have to prepare at a high
level.
Riley Ferguson
Thoughts on the game?
We went out and got the victory,
at the end of the day, so that’s
most important, but we know we
didn’t play up to what we can, so
we have to go in and watch film
and go in and get everything
corrected that we need to.

Memphis Head Coach Mike
Norvell’s Opening Statement
All right, 3-0. We knew coming
in the game this was going to be
another battle. It definitely was.
Hats off to Southern Illinois.
They came in and had a great
game plan. Their kids fought
hard. I’m really proud of our
guys for getting the job done. To
be honest, all that matters is we
were one point better at the end
of that game. That’s what I’m
proud of. The guys accomplished the first goal that we set
out for them this offseason and
that’s being undefeated in nonconference play. We’ve been
able to accomplish that goal.
Our guys battled, they fought
hard. There are some things we
have to get cleaned up. I keep
sitting here and talking about the
penalties, and getting that fixed
and it’s not showing up on game
day. We’re going to continue to
explore every option and
emphasize that to a higher level.
I thought SIU at the beginning
of the game did a good job of
holding the ball. They had the
time of possession. We weren’t
as good on third down, even
fourth down, defensively as
we’d like to be. Offensively we
weren’t as good as we want to
be. We have to continue to
extend drives. We have to make
sure we’re getting off the field
when we have the opportunity to
get off the field.
I’m really proud of our return
team. The kick-off return was a
huge play. Tony Pollard and
those guys take a great deal of
pride in that unit. I thought our
field goal team really stepped up
today. They were able to convert. We were 7-for 7 in the redzone. We want to make sure
we’re scoring touchdowns down
there, but those guys did a really
good job when called upon. We
have some guys that are banged
up and a couple more went

Coach Mike Norvell
down today. There is plenty of
opportunity for guys to come out
and be able to make their
impact. We have to make sure
their preparation is as good as
possible so they can go out there
and play at a high level.
Talk about the third downs
for SIU…
They were doing a good job. I
have to give some credit to
them. They were getting the ball
out quick. We weren’t able to
impact the quarterbacks as much
as we wanted to. They were able
to make some plays. When they
weren’t getting the third downs,
they were putting themselves at
fourth and short and they were
being aggressive. They converted on some fourth down opportunities and just continued to
extend those drives. That’s
something that we have to get
cleaned up and we have to continue to go to work. I’m really
proud of this team we have.
There were some frustrating
things that happened with the
penalties and the mistakes, but
our guys continue to battle until
the end.
Additional Quotes
The last drive by the offense, I
was glad to see us get the ball in
the endzone and a two-score
cushion. At the end of the day,
we know we have to continue to
progress. There are areas I see us
improving, but there are areas
that I didn’t see the progression
that I want to see. Starting conference play, we have eight conference games. The opportunity
to go and compete. We start off
this next week going to UCF.
We’ve done a lot of prep on
them, but that’s going to be
championship caliber game

Taking a stand: Kaepernick,
NFL, and Black Dandelions
Editorial from sports page 1
about police brutality. Other
Black and/or predominant Black
activist groups such as SNCC,
C.O.R.E. and yes, even the
Southern Christian Leadership
Conference (SCLC), headed by
a young thinker, strategist, and
futurist by the name of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. organized themselves for constructive
goals to achieve socio-economic
empowerment.
This was an era when a young
Black man by the name of
Medgar
Evers
led
the
Mississippi NAACP; this was an
era when Mrs. Fannie Lou
Hamer yelled out to the world
that she was “Sick and tired of
being sick and tired” and took
on the Democratic Party (the
party of segregationists and proslavery) and changed it; this was
an era when Mrs. Rosa Parks sat
on the front row of a segregated
bus and went to jail; this was an
era when young Black people
(many of them the same age as
the Black dandelions) took to
the street and took the explosion
of water hoses, dog teeth, and
real police brutality; this was an
era when ‘the Greatest’ himself
Muhammad Ali black-manned
up and took a stand which
resulted in the loss of his boxing
title and which blackballed him

and took away his livelihood.
Even Mrs. Parks lost her job
after she ‘sat’. See, I don’t see
these Black-ass spoiled multimillionaire dandelion athletes
truly being committed enough to
give up their millions by walking permanently off the field in
true protest. Do you see that? I
don’t. Because if they truly
believed this mockery (or what
rhymes with ‘hit’) that
Kaepernick and a Black elitist
leadership are putting out, they
would go all the way, as did the
great YOUNG leaders of the
1950’s and 1960’s.
See, I don’t want to see you
kneel during the National
Anthem but stand for “God Save
the Queen” during a football
game across the pond. Great
Britain wouldn’t even fight on
the side of the North during the
Civil War, because it needed
King Cotton of the South.
Instead, Great Britain opted out.
Call me old-school, but you
keep your dirty laundry at home.
Better yet, the fact that the NFL
has been playing football games
in Great Britain is indicative that
it might very well expand the
league there, and this could be

Please see sports page 4

Talk about time of possession;
was it hard to get into a rhythm
in the first half?
A little bit, but I think that was
part of their game plan, to keep
us off the field, but our defense
did a good job getting stops for
us, but when it came to that, we
had to make sure we were
locked in and staying warm on
the sidelines, and coach kept
emphasizing that to us.
How big was it to get the running game going in the second
half?
It’s huge, that opens up the passing game for us, and we had
some adjustments that we made
at halftime. Our main thing was
to get out and run the football,
and we came out and did that.
Was Miller too wide open on
the one he was wide open on?
I don’t know about too wide
open, I don’t think there’s such a
thing, but I’ve got to make a better pass, and get the ball in his
hands.
What do you get from a game
like this, where you don’t play
your best but you still get the
plays you need, what does the
team take from this moving forward?
You definitely look at the positive things, but you also have to
look at the negative things. We
had way too many penalties, I
don’t know how many it was,
but we have to eliminate that.
When it comes to negative plays
in general, I mean, the one thing
we did well was we owned the
football, we didn’t turn it over,
as long as we do that, we give
ourselves a great chance to win
the football game.
Watching Tony Pollard do it
again and again.
That’s turbo, man, that’s turbo.
It’s unbelievable.
Big lift?

Oh yeah, that was huge for us,
very huge. This is a big week for
us, going into conference, we
have to go out and get this victory, and do whatever we have to
get the victory.
SIU Head Coach Nick Hill
Talk about your team’s effort
tonight…
I was proud of our guys. We didn’t come down here to just be
proud of the effort and to keep it
close. I never questioned this
team’s effort. That is what I said.
I know they are going to come
out here and play hard. They
wouldn’t be on this trip traveling
if they weren’t a guy who just
commits, and plays hard and
battles. We had to go out and
execute against a really good
football team, and I thought we
did that at times. It’s tough to
give up the kick return – but
they’ve done that before. We
knew they were going to be
explosive – they have a good
kickoff. We really played a lot of
snaps in the first half and our
defense started to get worn
down. Even on that kickoff, we
talked at halftime that we needed to get some of our first team
defense off of special teams –
we had to put in some backups.
We had some guys who hadn’t
ran down yet this season on
kickoff, but that’s not an excuse
at all. We’re going to have to do
that throughout Missouri Valley
play. There were a few critical
errors – there always in with
games you lose, that you are
going to look at and say ‘if we
could have done it differently.’ I
know our guys are going to feel
that way - they’ll come in
tomorrow and know we have to
get better. Because if not we’ve
got a gauntlet of an eight-game
stretch here and we’ll find out
how committed and bad we
want it. We have to take it one

To advertise in
The Mid-South
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game at a time and move on to
Northern Iowa, but get better
from this. It did show some
things we do good, and we need
to continue to get better at.
There were some things that
they probably exposed that
we’ve got to get better at and
keep improving.
That swing at the end of the
third quarter – the nineminute drive that you end up
with three instead of seven,
and then they take the ensuing
kickoff, was that the big
swing?
It really was. That was a heck of
a drive. That is what was disappointing as we were fresh on the
kickoff. That is what I was upset
about. That was a heck of a drive
by the offense. We had a couple.
We went into the game knowing
we had to change tempos, and at
times if we were picking up first
down and in and out of personnel and we have the second and
short, second and manageable,
to say ‘lets slow it down, lets
take all 40 off, lets start clipping
off first downs, and then lets
take our calculated shots’. We
were going to have to be aggressive to win the football game. I
was happy with the way we
played. Guys stepped up and
made plays. When we went on
that drive and only got three, and
then they housed the kickoff,
that is tough to respond from. I
was happy with the way that we
continued to come back and finish for four quarters.
That being said, you hold them
to a field goal there in the
fourth, you get the score, and
it is a one-possession game in
the fourth with five minutes to
play.
One possession, and even at the
end, that last drive, that’s tough
to do to. You’ll see a team win a
game like that this season. I wish
we could have put that last one
in, even if it’s with 10 seconds
on the clock where you can get a
Hail Mary. Florida did it last
week – win on a Hail Mary, a
last second shot. That is what we
were trying to do there in the end
– put it in the end zone one last
time. Every single phase of the
game matters.

For more stats and facts on
UofM sports, detour to
gotigersgo.com

Detour to the States lane
on The Mid-South Tribune
and the Black Information
Highway. Submit news and
photos for all 50 states to
MSTnews@prodigy.net

Welcome, Travelers!

Travel on the
Black History Lane
on The Mid-South
Tribune
and the
Black Information
Highway
at www.
Black
Information
Highway.com
See the
22nd Annual
Black History Month
Special Edition
on the
Black History Lane

See the 2017
Juneteenth Special
Edition
Welcome, Travelers!

Fishing
schedule
from
thefishingwire.com
Got an event? Send it to
frank@thefishingwire.com.
www.amff.org
Sept. 30 - Oct. 1: IFBBA
Tournament at Lake of the
Ozarks out of Runaway II
Resort, entry $400 per team;
www.ifbba.com.
Oct. 14 - Oct. 15: California
B.A.S.S. Nation State Team
Qualifier #4, Lake Nacimiento,
Paso
Robles,
CA,
www.calbn.com
Nov. 17 - Nov. 19: Reel Animals
Outdoor Expo and Boat Show,
Florida State Fairgrounds,
Tampa; www.reelanimalsboatshow.com.

Watch for upcoming
F.Y.H. = For. Your.
Health.
special edition
E-mail sports news and
photos for all 50 states
to
MSTsports@prodigy.net

DETOUR
to the
Sports and Movie lanes
on
The Mid-South Tribune
and the
Black Information
Highway
at
www.
blackinformation
highway.com

Welcome, Travelers!

