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Dept. of Interior announces that the Great American McFerrin
retires as
Outdoors Act will be a boon for anglers and hunters Memphis

From The Fishing Wire.com
The Department of Interior announced recently that it will be
reducing restrictions on the
availability of Land and Water
Conservation Fund investments,
ensuring that these dollars are
used for the best possible opportunities to enhance public land
access and habitat.
The LWCF was increased last
August after the Great American
Outdoors Act became law, marking one of the greatest bipartisan
conservation achievements in
decades. The bill guarantees full
funding for the program at $900
million each year. Today’s announcement overturns SecretarOrder
3388,
which
ial
deprioritized Bureau of Land
Management lands for consideration for LWCF projects and
gave county commissioners veto
authority over private landowners’ decisions to sell their land.
“We are pleased the Department
is doing away with rules that
could have crippled getting these
critical dollars to the ground,”
said Whit Fosburgh, president
and CEO of the Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership.
“Sportsmen and sportswomen

want to ensure that the LWCF is
working to increase public access to outdoor recreation opportunities and conserve important
habitats. This is going to require
investments in agency capacity,
prioritization of areas with recreational value, and coordination

between federal, state, and private partners. We appreciate that
hunters and anglers are being
heard in this process.”
In addition to prioritizing the
conservation of habitat and access through federal lands, the
Land and Water Conservation

Fund provides matching grants to
state and tribal governments for
the development of fishing areas,
hunting access, hiking and biking
trails, city parks, and urban green
spaces.
“Whether you live in New York
City or Cody, Wyoming, the

COVID pandemic has shown us
that access to the outdoors is critical for our health and wellbeing,” said Christy Plumer, chief
conservation officer of the
TRCP. “The LWCF opens doors
for people to experience our natural resources, while also investing in local economies and
creating jobs.”
The Great American Outdoors
Act requires the federal land
management agencies to set
aside a minimum of $27 million
annually for recreational access
projects. The TRCP has partnered with onX to release five reports detailing 16 million acres
of inaccessible public land in 22
states. For these reports, visit
www.trcp.org/unlocking-publiclands/.
“Proper implementation of the
Land and Water Conservation
Fund can make a lasting difference on these landscapes,” said
Joel Webster, senior director of
TRCP’s western programs.
“Looking forward, if states can
put these investments toward
conserving fish and wildlife
habitat and increasing public access, it will benefit generations
of hunters and anglers to come.”

In 1847 Frederick Douglass
published the first issue of the
North Star newspaper, an antislavery newspaper.
In 1941, the Atlanta Urban

League won the right for Black
women to be addressed as
“Mrs.” in predominantly white
newspapers.
On May 1, 1867, Howard Uni-

versity (Washington, D.C.) was
chartered by Congress as one of
the earliest institution of higher
learning for African Americans.
The Dred Scott decision was

handed down on March 6, 1857,
essentially declaring that Black
slaves could be returned to their
former owners, even if the slaves
had managed to escape to free

soil.
On August 8, 1965, the Voting
Rights bill becomes law. Black
filmmaker Oscar Michaeux is
born on Jan. 22, 1884.

Hunters and anglers call for prioritization of projects that increase public access to recreational opportunities. (Photo/Courtesy: Dept. of Interior)
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ance. Memphis, which was
picked seventh in the preseason
AAC poll, finished fourth behind
NCAA Champion UConn,
NCAA Tournament participant
USF and WNIT quarterfinalist
Temple.
In 2016-17, Memphis defeated
Vanderbilt for the first time in almost 30 years and defeated No.
20 USF for the second-straight
season. The next year, the Tigers
won at Vanderbilt for the first
time in program history.
McFerrin coached four years at
American prior to coming to
Memphis, leading the Eagles to
the 2007 Patriot League Tournament championship game in her
third season. Her 2007-08 team
won the Patriot League regularseason title en route to a WNIT
appearance, finishing with an 1814 overall record. Associate head
coach Michelle Savage will
guide the team through the remainder of the 2020-21 season as
interim head coach. A national
search for the permanent head
coach will be conducted at the
conclusion of the season.

See more Black History features in The Mid-South Tribune’s 26th Annual Black History Month Special edition this February!

