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NFL selects three community heroes as honorary captains at Super Bowl coin toss

N.Y., N.Y. - Three heroes who
served as leaders in their respective communities during the
global pandemic will be honored
at Super Bowl LV on Sunday,
Feb. 7 at Raymond James Stadium, NFL Commissioner
ROGER GOODELL announced
on January 27..

The three Honorary Captains –
Educator TRIMAINE DAVIS,
Nurse
Manager
SUZIE
DORNER and Veteran JAMES
MARTIN – will participate in
the official on-field Coin Toss
ceremony. All three were selected because of their dedication and selfless commitment to
helping others. These heroes are
symbolic of the thousands of
health-care professionals, educators, and veterans throughout our
country who continue to care for,
heal and support those in need
during this pandemic. Together
they embody our season-long
message of ‘It Takes All of Us’.
Before the Honorary Captains
are recognized on-field, Presidential
Inaugural
Poet
AMANDA GORMAN will recite an original poem about these

We are honored to recognize
these three individuals who represent the best in all of us,” said
NFL Commissioner Roger
Goodell. “During this incredibly challenging time in our
lives, Trimaine, Suzie, and
James have exemplified the
essence of leadership...”
three individuals in recognition
of their tremendous impact during an unprecedented year. The
recitation of the poem will air
nationally on CBS and be featured in-stadium.
“We are honored to recognize
these three individuals who represent the best in all of us,” said
NFL Commissioner Roger
Goodell. “During this incredibly
challenging time in our lives,
Trimaine, Suzie, and James have
exemplified the essence of leadership, each in their own way.
We are grateful for their commitment and proud to share their
stories and recognize them during this special moment on
Super Bowl Sunday.”
Below are more details about the
three Super Bowl LV Honorary
Captains:

www.indygospelradio.com

University of Memphis takes
sole possession of 2nd place
with comeback win over SMU

MEMPHIS, TN – The Memphis
Tigers erased a 13-point first-half
deficit and moved into sole possession of second place in the
American Athletic Conference
with a 76-72 win over SMU
Tuesday night at FedExForum.
The Tigers (9-5, 5-2 AAC) have
won three-straight games and are
now alone in second place in the
conference, one loss behind firstplace Houston.
Two of Memphis’ largest deficits
of the season, 13 points tonight
and 12 points against USF on
Dec. 29, have ended up resulting
in Tiger wins.
Five Tigers were in double figures Tuesday night, led by Alex
Lomax’ season-high 14 points.
Lomax also had five assists and
went 4-of-6 from the floor to go
along with six free throws. D.J.
Jeffries and Landers Nolley II
added 12 points apiece for Memphis and combined to go 5-of-8
from 3-point range, and Moussa
Cisse, the reigning AAC Freshman of the Week, had another
double-double with 10 points, 10
rebounds, and a season-hightying four blocks.
DeAndre Williams contributed
10 points, four rebounds, three
assists, a steal, and a blocked
shot. The Tiger defense limited
the AAC’s leading scorer,
Kendric Davis, to eight points on
4-of-14 shooting. Memphis also
forced him to commit six
turnovers. Davis entered the
game averaging 19.3 points per
game for SMU (8-3, 4-3 AAC).
Trailing by 13, 26-13, with 6:46
left in the first half, the Tigers
dominated the rest of the opening
20 minutes and took a 34-31 lead
into the break. Memphis closed
the half on a 17-2 run and held
the Mustangs scoreless for the
final 2:03.
Cisse was a gamechanger at the
end of the first half, as was
Lomax. Cisse blocked two shots
in the final 2:23, and Lomax had
five points in the last few minutes. After starting 5-for-18 from
the floor in the game, Memphis
made eight of its last 12 shots of

the first half. To contrast, SMU
started 9-for-12 but finished 4for-16 and made one of its last
nine tries.
Memphis opened up a nine-point
lead, its largest of the game, with
14:40 left to play, but the Mustangs scored the next nine points
to tie the contest at 52. From
there, the final 14 minutes featured six ties and four lead
changes as two of the better
teams in the conference were
locked in a battle.
SMU took a lead at 62-61, but
Williams answered with a 3pointer, and then 66-64, but a
pair of Lester Quinones free
throws and a Lomax layup put
Memphis back on top.
With the game knotted at 70
with 2:30 to go, Williams came
down and buried a triple off a
Lomax assist to put Memphis on
top, 73-70. Williams then made a
key block on SMU’s next possession, and the Tigers forced a pair
of turnovers on SMU’s next few
possessions.
Lomax
and
Quinones hit their free throws in
the final seconds, and Lomax’
tough defense forced a shot clock
violation on a potential gametying 3-pointer, and the Tigers
sent the fans home happy with
the four-point win.
Memphis ended the game shooting 50.9 percent from the floor
(27-53), a new season high after
previously setting it by shooting
50.0 percent in Sunday’s win at
East Carolina.
The Tigers hit 10 3-pointers for
their third-straight game with
double-digit long balls.
The Tigers return to FedExForum for four-straight games to
start the month of February beginning Monday, Feb. 1, against
UCF at 7 p.m.
A limited number of tickets are
available for Memphis home games
with the same social distancing
safety guidelines in place. Tickets
may be purchased online at

www.GoTigersGoTix.com or by
calling (901) 678-2331. More information can be found
www.GoTigersGo.com.

at

TRIMAINE DAVIS: (EducatorLos Angeles, CA) Amidst the
pandemic, Trimaine made it a
priority to ensure both his students and members of their
households had devices and internet access to help bridge the
digital divide. Not only did Trimaine secure hotspots, laptops,
and tablets for his students, but
he hosted tech workshops for
families to learn how to make use
of the devices. Throughout his
career, Trimaine has prioritized
the academic success of Black
students through his work with
the CSU Northridge Black Male
Initiative, San Diego State's Student African American Brotherhood, Afrikan Student Union,
and more.
Trimaine was surprised with his
selection as an Honorary Captain
by ANGELA LACHICA and
NFL Legend DOUG BALDWIN
of the Players Coalition –

ager – Tampa, FL) Suzie is currently the COVID ICU Nurse
Manager at Tampa General Hospital and has been serving the
local Tampa community for
more than eight years. In the face
of tragedy, Suzie worked selflessly, as all nurses do, to prioritize others and work endless
hours to assist many in their battles with COVID-19. Suzie lost
two grandparents to the pandemic and represents the thousands of healthcare workers
across the country and across the
world that have risked their own
lives for the sake of our own.
Suzie was surprised with the
news of her selection as an Honorary Captain by Tampa Bay
Buccaneers Legend and CoChairman of the Tampa Bay
Super Bowl Host Committee
DERRICK BROOKS – which
can be seen here.

During the COVID-19 global
pandemic, James’ contributions
to his community are limitless.
He has worked supporting veterans, high school athletes and
local youth. James connected
more than 1,800 fellow veterans
and their families to one another
virtually this past year through
Wounded Warrior Project® and
its livestreaming and video game
events. This season he also volunteered to livestream every
home football game for
Aliquippa High School so family
and fans could cheer on their favorite players from home. Lastly,
James opened his home to needy
kids in his neighborhood, offering them a comfortable home,
while still attending to his own
children, one of whom has special needs.
James was surprised with the
news of his selection as an Honorary Captain by Pittsburgh
Steelers Legend JEROME BETTIS.

Amasnda Gorman
Amanda Gorman is the youngest
Presidential Inaugural Poet in
U.S. history. She is a committed
advocate for the environment,
racial equality and gender justice. Amanda's activism and poetry have been featured on the
Today Show, PBS Kids, and
CBS This Morning, and in the
New York Times, Vogue,
Essence, and O magazine. In
2017, UrbanWord named her the
first ever National Youth Poet
Laureate of the United States.
After graduating from Harvard
University, she now lives in her
hometown of Los Angeles. The
special edition of her inaugural
poem, The Hill We Climb, will
be published in Spring 2021.

champion of an unprecedented
NFL season. On behalf of Floridians and football fans across the
nation, I'd like to thank the many
men and women who worked
hard to make this game a reality,
especially our frontline health
care workers who have worked
tirelessly over the past year to
keep people safe. I look forward
to the positive impact this game
will have on the Tampa Bay area,
and my family and I can't wait
for the big game!" – Florida
Governor RON DESANTIS

eral DR. SCOTT RIVKEES
"I cannot think of a greater stage
than Super Bowl LV to honor our
healthcare professionals. On behalf of Tampa Bay, I thank the
NFL for their commitment to recognize our local heroes for their
tireless efforts and dedication to
help us get through this pandemic." – KEN HAGAN, Hillsborough
County
Commissioner

"While this was already shaping
up to be the most meaningful
Super Bowl in our hometown's
history, the NFL deciding to welcome and honor our local vaccinated healthcare workers to
Super Bowl LV takes the importance of the event to an all new
level. The unsolicited outpouring
of appreciation that we've received in support of this initiative
from our local healthcare workers across the community has
been truly amazing. These heroes
inspire us every day, so we
couldn't be more thankful to the
NFL for working to safely create
this monumental effort to celebrate them." – DERRICK
BROOKS
and
WILL
WEATHERFORD, Co-Chairs,
Tampa Bay Super Bowl LV
Host Committee

efforts to create a safe and enjoyable event for all attendees, and
we look forward to a successful
Super Bowl in Tampa Bay." –
JOHN COURIS, President and
CEO, Tampa General Hospital

Her debut picture book, Change
Sings, and first poetry collection,
The Hill We Climb and Other
Poems, will be published in the
fall of 2021. Please visit theamandagorman.com.

NFL to honor health care workers at
Super Bowl ... from sports page 2

SUZIE DORNER: (Nurse Man-

"We are grateful for the leadership the NFL has shown in
thanking our health care workers
and promoting vaccine acceptance around Super Bowl LV. I
applaud them for making safety
their top priority, and for taking
a thoughtful approach to make
sure that the Super Bowl will be
a safe and meaningful experience
for fans and the Tampa Bay community." – State Surgeon Gen-

JAMES MARTIN: (Marine
Corps Veteran – Pittsburgh, PA)

"Our local healthcare workers
have worked around the clock to
ensure the health and safety of
our community and I cannot
think of a better way to honor
them than with the eyes of the
world on our hometown for
Super Bowl LV. Our country has
endured so much over the last
year and we can't lose sight of
those who worked day in and day
out to keep us safe. Thank you to
the NFL for helping make this
happen." – Mayor JANE CASTOR, City of Tampa

"We applaud the NFL for honoring health care workers and promoting vaccine acceptance
around Super Bowl LV. We are
pleased to support their planning

"This is not only an exciting opportunity for AdventHealth team
members, but a well-deserved
one. We are honored to have a
group of dedicated health care
teams who have remained steadfast in delivering lifesaving care
to our communities, despite the
challenges of the COVID-19
pandemic. They have also put
their hearts into providing emotional support to our patients, in
many cases being the last hand a
patient holds. It has been an emotional year for our caregivers and
we are so grateful to the NFL for
recognizing the sacrifice and
commitment of all health care
frontline teams." – Mike
Schultz, AdventHealth West
Florida Division President and
CEO

STOP THE SPREAD OF GERMS
Help prevent the spread of respiratory diseases like COVID-19.
Avoid close contact with people who are sick.

Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue,
then throw the tissue
in the trash.

Clean and disinfect frequently
touched objects and surfaces.

Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth.

Stay home when you are sick,
except to get medical care.

Wash your hands often with soap
and water for at least 20 seconds.

cdc.gov/COVID19
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