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Urban League announces strategy to address digital gaps
with the Lewis Latimer Plan after the COVID-19 pandemic
NEW YORK, March 30, 2021
/PRNewswire/ -- The National
Urban League announced a comprehensive strategy for leveraging the tools of the information
economy to create a more equitable and inclusive society. The
Lewis Latimer Plan for Digital
Equity and Inclusion addresses
gaps in access to broadband access that prevent some segments
of the population from benefiting
from the digital economy, which
results in financial and educational inequalities.
"Now, more than ever, we need
broadband access in every community across the nation," said
Marc H. Morial, President and
CEO of the National Urban
League. "The COVID-19 pandemic revealed the vast inequality in access to reliable
broadband for students learning
remotely and employees working
from home. Gaps in broadband
means that students fall behind
their peers and small businesses
fall behind their competitors—
especially in communities of
color."
The Lewis Latimer Plan for Digital Equity and Inclusion will
work towards deploying broad-

band networks everywhere in the
country; connecting every
household to broadband networks; effectively utilizing the
networks to improve delivery of
essential services; and creating
new opportunities for underserved communities to participate in the growth of the digital
economy.
Specifically, the Plan provides
recommendations on addressing
multiple key areas:
•The Availability Gap: Millions
of American homes and businesses are unable to connect to a
home broadband internet connection because service is not
available in their communities.
Lack of an available in-home
broadband connection prevents
these communities from being
able to fully participate in the
economy, obtain education and

health services, train, search, and
apply for a job, and otherwise
participate in society.
•The Adoption Gap: Even
among those Americans for
whom a broadband internet connection is available, there are
still tens of millions who have
not subscribed to a broadband
service in their homes.
•The Affordability Gap: For millions of Americans who do not
subscribe to broadband, the cost
of service remains a significant
obstacle to adoption for many
communities.
•The Access to Economic Opportunity and Participation Gap:
The digital economy has created
the greatest opportunity for
wealth accumulation in history,
but those opportunities are not
being equitably distributed
throughout society. The Utiliza-

tion Gap: The full range of uses
of broadband is not being leveraged to its fullest extent in regard
to how we provide essential
services, especially in the areas
of workforce development,
healthcare, and education.
The Plan was inspired by Lewis
Howard Latimer, a 19th-century
draftsman, soldier, scientist, and
researcher whose parents were
born into slavery. He worked
with Alexander Graham Bell on
the development of telephones
and Thomas Edison on electric
lighting. Unfortunately, while
Latimer was a key contributor to
Edison's and Bell's seminal
wealth-creating inventions, he
had no ownership stake in the
vast businesses they spawned.
That legacy must end now.
Under the Plan, the FCC would
reexamine network performance
standards, pinpoint areas without
any broadband network, eliminate restrictions that disqualify
providers who could deliver
service quickly and efficiently,
and allocate subsidies necessary
to close the Availability Gap.
The Plan calls on the Department
of Commerce and the FCC to
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collect information that allows
the government and the public to
understand and evaluate how the
private sector is improving diversity, equity, and inclusion. It also
recommends establishing a federal Office of Digital Equity to
coordinate training and restructuring the FCC's Lifeline Program,
which
subsidizes
communication services for lowincome households.

"Millions of Americans enjoy the
access to information, entertainment and commerce that broadband provides," said Blair Levin,
Nonresident Senior Fellow, Metropolitan Policy Program at the
Brookings Institution. "But the
unfortunate reality is that communities that lack access to
broadband are the ones who
could benefit from it the most.
Our leaders need to step up and
address the gaps that are holding
back large segments of the population."
The National Urban League is a
historic civil rights organization
dedicated to economic empowerment in order to elevate the standard of living in historically
underserved urban communities.
The National Urban League
spearheads the efforts of its 90
local affiliates through the development of programs, public policy research and advocacy,
providing direct services that impact and improve the lives of
more than 2 million people annually
nationwide.
Visit
www.nul.org and follow us on
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram: @NatUrbanLeague.
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Tennessee State parks invite visitors for Easter feasts events
from sports page 4
Pickwick Landing State Park
The Restaurant at Lodge Pickwick Landing
11 a.m.-3 p.m.
$17.95, not including tax, seniors
10 percent discount, children
under 5 free with each paying
adult, ages 6-12 $9.95
Menu: Baked ham, fried catfish
fillets, rolls with strawberry
butter, broccoli rice and cheese
casserole, potato salad, whole
kernel corn, coleslaw, green
beans, non-alcoholic beverage.
Reservations only, please call
(731) 689-3135
120 Playground Loop
Counce, TN
Natchez Trace State Park
The Restaurant at Lodge

Natchez Trace
11 a.m.-2 p.m.
$15.95, not including drink, tax
or gratuity, children 6-11 $7.97
plus tax and drink, children 5under free with each paying
adult.
Menu: Baked ham, turkey,
Southern fried catfish, dressing,
assorted vegetables, salad bar,
assorted desserts.
Reservations required: (800)
250-8616, (731) 968-8176
567 Pin Oak Lodge Rd.
Wildersville, TN
Paris Landing State Park
Marker 66 Marina & Grille
Reservations suggested: 11:30
a.m., 12:25 p.m., 2 p.m., 5 p.m.
$25, $15 for children under 12.
Menu: Deviled eggs, cucumber,

Memphis soccer plays final
regular season road game
MEMPHIS, Tenn. – After a twoweek layoff, Memphis men’s
soccer travels to play at USF on
Friday at 6 p.m. CT at Corbett
Stadium in its final regular-season road game of the season. The
Tigers’ home game vs. Temple
has been rescheduled for Tuesday
at noon.
The Tigers’ home game last Saturday vs. Temple was postponed
due to a pause in men’s soccer activities within the Temple program due to positive COVID-19
cases and the ensuing contact
tracing of student-athletes.
Memphis last played on March
21 in a hard-fought 1-0 double-

overtime loss to Tulsa.
USF (4-4) comes in with two
hard-luck losses to UCF 1-0 in
double overtime on March 27
and at No. 17 SMU 3-2 on
March 20. The Memphis game
marks Senior Night for the Bulls.
Following the game at USF, Memphis returns home to play Temple on
Tuesday at noon followed by the
regular-season finale on Senior
Night April 9 vs. UCF on ESPN+.
For more information on the Memphis men's soccer team, follow the
Tigers on Facebook (/MemphisSoccer), Twitter (@MemphisMSoccer)
and Instagram (@MemphisMSoccer).

Listen to Chief DD, the Philosopher of
Hip Hop, on the Music Lane on the
Black Information Highway.com
“Welcome, Travelers!”
Also, detour to Broadjam.com for more Chief DD

tomato and onion salad, baked
ham with pineapple, scalloped
potatoes, roasted tri-colored carrots, green beans, choice of carrot cake or lemon pie.
Reservations suggested: (731)
641-4474
41 Marina Dr.
Buchanan, TN

Tennessee Golf Trail
Bear Trace at Cumberland
Mountain

407 Wild Plum Lane
Crossville, TN
(931) 707-1640
Bear Trace at Harrison Bay
8919 Harrison Bay Road
Harrison, TN
(423) 326-0885
Bear Trace at Tims Ford
891 Wiseman Bend Road
Winchester, TN
(931) 968-0995

Fall Creek Falls
626 Golf Course Road
Spencer, TN
(423) 881-5706

Paris Landing
285 Golf Course Lane
Buchanan, TN
(731) 641-4459

Henry Horton
4358 Nashville Hwy
Chapel Hill, TN
(931) 364-2319
Montgomery Bell
800 Hotel Avenue
Burns, TN
(615) 797-2578

Pickwick Landing
60 Winfield Dunn Lane
Pickwick Dam, TN
(731) 689-3149
Warriors’ Path
1687 Fall Creek Road
Kingsport, TN
(423) 323-4990

